FAQS (cont’d)

What is thie cost of certification?
There is no charge for any certification
offered by the SCTRCA.

How long is the certification process?

The process can take from 30 to 90 days from the
date the application is complete with all required
documentation.

Why does the certification process take
so long?

The certification process requires that certain
regulations are met before a firm can be certi-
fied. This process also includes the review of an

application, additional documentation and ifre- |

quired an on site review by Ageney staff. The
SCTRCA is here to ensure that the integrity of
the program is upheld and in order to present an
even playing field for alf applicants strict compli-
ance to the required regulations must be met.

Where can I get assistanee to complete
the certification application? '

The SCTRCA staff can help you answer
questions and organizé the information needed to
complete the certification application. Various
area chambers of commerce, as well as member
entities can also otfer assistance, '

QUESTIONS &
ANSWERS

COMMITMENT

To serve our communities

The Souili Central Texas Regional
Certification Agency (SCTRCA)is a
non—proi‘it coxrporation that represents
several public entities in the South Texas area. |
These entities are committed to enhancing
participation for Disadvantaged, Minority,
Woman, African-American, Disabled Indi-
viduals, and Veteran owned businesses in
public and government contracting and
purchasing activities

DIVERSITY

For vendors and buyers

OPPORTUNITY

South Central Texas _
For every business

Regional Certification Agency
305 East Euclid, Suite 102
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Phone: (210)227-4722
Fax: (210)227-5712

Your Unified

Certification Source

WWW.SCLrea.org




Frequently Asked
Questions

Is there any certification that the
SCTRCA will accept?

The SCTRCA will accept certification from the
Small Business Administration ander their 8(a) pro-

gramn and other Departiment of T ransportation (DOT) |

cestification agencies for the DBE program. If the

firin is an 8(a) or other DOT certified firm, it may be

eligible for a streamlined process. Prior certification
does not ensure approval by SCTRCA.

How long will my firm be certified?

A firm is centified for a periad of one (1) year under
ihe DBE certification program. Each year the DBE]
{irm mwst submit an annual update form with sup-|

plementat docaments as needed. A firm is certifted

for a period of three (3) years under the |
(SIM/W/AA/DI/VBE) progrum. During the 3 year|

period the fim must submit a No-Change Aftidavit
annually indicating any or no changes to the firm.

What are the advantages of Certification?
Certilication serves as an instrument for you to mar-
ket your business. It enables you to scek procuare-
ment and contracting opportunities with both the

public and private sector. Remember certification is |

fiot guarantee that you will receive a contract but, it
daes pive your firm an edge on seeking vut contrac-
fngr opporiunities.

Get Certified Today!
WWW.SCTRCA.ORG

The SCTRCA is committed to ensuring that only firms meeting the
eligibility criteria of 49 CFR Part 26 participate in contracting and
procurement as Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE). Small,
Minority, Women, African-American, Disabled Individuals, and
Veteran Business Enterprises (S/M/W/AA/DI/VBE) are certified in

accordance to SCTRCA Standards.

Will the certification process affect me
when bidding on any public agency
projects?

No. Certification status will not atfect a company

| doing business with any public agency. if'the com-

pany is cousidered for a contract with & member en-
tity, that member entity can request priority status for

b your application so Hut the SCTRCA can expedite i,
b However, prioritization does not ensuse eertification.

Docs certification ensure that my firm
will be automatically placed on the
member entities bidder’s list?

No. Certification does not guarantee being placed on

a member entity bidder’s list. You must contact each
member entity and request for your firm to be added
to their vendor lists.

Does certification imply a qualification?

No. Certification mercly states that a firm meets the

| cstablished criteria to be certitied as a DBLL SBi.

MBE, WBE, AABE. DIBE, or VBE. The SCTRCA
does not recommend or imply that a particular firm is
yualified or not qualificd to perform the services
stated in the application.

Why are so many suppeorting
documents required for certification?

The SCTRCA only requests the minimum
documentation that will support the ownership, man-
agement. and control role of the Disadvantaged. Mi- |
nority, Women, African American. Disabled Indi-
viduals. Veteran owners and key personnel.

Why do 1 have to submit personal net
worth information to get certified as a
DBE or FAA DBE?

In the new DBE rules, issued by the Depurtment of
Transporiation (DOT) individuals applying for DBLE |
ceriitication must provide documents supporting
their claim of economic disadvantaged. To
accomplish this, DOT established a Personal Net
Worth (PNW) requirement. Applicants must
complete and submit as part of the certification ap-
plication on a PNW form.

Will my financial information be
subject to the Open Records Act?

No. Both the federal government and the State of
Texas exempt all certification records from the open

records act.




